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Reece meter ae 
in making drafts to fill up regi- 
batteries to the proper standard. Our 
dispatches announce the probability 

of this draft being ordered very soon. 
Intelligence from Vicksburgh by way of Cincin- 
pigtail ppreamenigeseiaaone nape of 
troops had been disembarked. The work on the 
cut-off opposite the city is said to have been aban- 
doned. the rebel batteries commanding two-thirds 
Of ite Jength, and rendering labor upon it imprac- 
tieable. The Cincinnati Commercial has a story 
per eo the Indianola, instead of be- 
ing sunk, is now at Alexandria, on the Red River, 
where she has been repaired sufficiently to make 
her serviceable. Admiral Farragut, however, 
se ec ginnignce ohana eg tee 
Gulf, and we consider his ‘Gapeteh os the most 

worthy of belief. 

SE iackeielh dak dinseihine Kane boon veneived 
to the effect that the Richmond was severely cut 


up in the late engagement with ‘the batteries at | 


Port Hudson, and it is doubtful whether she can 
be made available for service fora long time to | 
come. This is not, however, in eccordance, with | 
édvices received from on beard the Richmond, 

According to the Washington correspondent of | 
the Philudelphia Ledger, official advices from 
Port Royal, received at Washington, represent 
that the contemplated atteck upon the works at 
Stono had been 

The ship Star of Peace, announced in our Ber- 
muda news as having been recently destroyed by 
the’pirate Florida, bed a cargo valued at half a 
million. She wasan A 1 ship, belonging to Boston- 

THE STATE LEGISLATURE. 

In the Senate, yesterday, a large ‘amount of, 
routine business was done. The Oswego and 
@yracuse Railroad bill was ordered to a third 
reaiing ; leo the bill incorporating the Me- 
chanics’ and Traders’ Exchange in New-York ; 
also the bill incorporating the Dry Goode Clerks’ 
Barly Closing Association. The Assembly Gold 
bill was reported by the Bank Committeg with an 
@mendment probibiting banks from loaning on 
gold, bills of exchange, or certificates of deposit 
ém gold, under any circumstances. The New- 
York County Tax Levy was passed ; also the bill 
to facilitate the acquisition of lands by the Croton 
Water Board; also the bill appropriating $150,000 
for the Auburn, Lake Ontario and New-York Rail- 
read ; also the bill authorizing the laying of side- 
walks and planting of shade-trees along the high- 
ways of the State. The biil appropriating 
$500,000 for the defence of the harbor of .New- 
York was ordered to a third reading. During the 
evening session Senator SurrH reported sundry 
amendments to the Militia law. The bill appro- 
priating $100,000 for the improvement of the 
Hudson River was ordered to a third reading. ‘. 

Inthe Assembly, a large number of bills were 

mong them the one incorporating the 
Soldiers” Home; the one incorporating the Sol 
diers’ Rest; the. one fixing the salaries of the 
members of the Board of Supervisors of New- 
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the more likely to effect this < | 

Questions of right, cipal of intérna- 
tional amity, of hugan freedom, of progres- 
sive civilization, Lord Lyons assumes are of 
little or no-scsount (6 the Foreign Office in 
Downing-street. The great primary concern 
is, Which will best stand England in hand— 
“Separation of ‘Reuiifon ?” Which will tell 


stincts, impulses, sympathies, sentiments and 
ideag, which are supposed to have something 
to do with their external speech and action. 
If you seé your dld neighbor's house in dan- 
get of destruction you are not very apt to sit 


| down first of all, and go to reckoning whether 


two houses on that spot wouldn't be better for 
yoar till. You are likely to have some feel- 
ing arson and robbery, and to find 
it rather difficult to extemporize yeureelf into 
@ mere calculating machine. But this is the 
way of diplomatic England, and they make no 
secret of it. In the very crisis of our national 
fate, my Lerd Lyons and Earl Russet tell the 
world that they have nothing to do but to 
cypher. 

Were nothing more than mere non-interfer- 


ence invelved here, there would be no com- 


plaint. It is not expected that nations should 
ran to each other’s rescue as do individuals. 
International law and sound policy alike for- 
bid that, except in extraordinary cases. We 
ask no such help, and would not take it were 
itoffered. But:there is a national good will 
which is worth something. It has much to do 
with the moral power which States as well 
as individuals may exercise, and which, when 
80 exercised, has a most important bearing 
upon the high interests of civilization. “Nen- 
interference is not indifference. There has 
not been a deeper principle, or a more cher- 
ished tradition in our political history than en- 
tire neutrality toward foreign nations, both in 
their external and in their domestic conflicts. 
But, as Mr. Waesren told Mr: Hoiseuann, 
thie does not prevent the United States from 
“always cherishing a lively interest in tle 
fortunes of nations struggling for institutions 
like their own.” Wehaveas a Government, 
on all suitable occasions, given our moral 
weight to the side of liberty and justice. We 
have done this both from sympathetic feeling 
and froma sense of duty. All nations con- 
sider this perfectly legitimate, and they all 
practice it, even England herself, when she 
has no material interést at stake. Thus, at 


"|| the present moment, she unites with France 


in giving moral support to Poland in her 
'| struggle for-nationality; and in the same man- 
Chae ee en eee naanes and ennwaraged Tialy tn 
her straggles for nationality, The sole rea-: 
son why we have not received from her the 
same moral support in our struggle for the 





and perpetuate an institution which all Euro- 
pean moralists, and British moralists par- 
ticularly, have condemned as the worst sin 
‘extant. In consistency, this was preémi- 


| nently a case for the exercise of moral power 





demning the course of the Admiralty.” Lord 
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and servant of the most selfish 
classes, of the kingdom. ie Gene) 


poi i Pa PU it; or 


will affect if to the end ofthe chapter. We |: 
do not need the naive avowal of the British 


Minister to be certain of that. 
ttn 
Battery... 

Just before the close of the late Congress, 
Mr. Edw A. Stevens proposed to complete 
the naval battery on the stocks, at Hoboken, 
at his Own expense, and stibihit ‘it to’ the se- 
yverest tests known to modern navigation and 
gunnery, provided the Governaient would buy 
it at a stipulated price, in the event of iis 
success. Mr. Stevens claims extraordinary 
powers for his Battery. It is tosteam tweaty 
miles an hour, turn in an incredibly short time 
on its own centre, throw a greater weight of 
metal ata broadside than any iron-clad of 
which we have knowledge, and be absolutely 
invulnerable to the shot of the most powerful 
pieces of ordnance known to modern war. 
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And what do science and statistics require? They 
require, frst, the roxpAmanrit laws; second, the prs- 
TRIBUTIVR and RoowoMICAL laws ; third, the mpUSTRIOUS 
qné rvnat laws, ots I have put down on the back of 
three of my photographs, beth of which—portrait and 
laws--I beg of you to PRorpacars through your valu-, 
able paper. 

1 doubt Aimeri¢e has s mai. capable of cartying 
these principles into effect, It would save me an im- 
mense responsibility and an excess of labor, But I 
love Lintaty and the Umox too much to trust this 
problem—the introduction of a new State-form hith- 
erto unknown—to urcarasiz men; and fn that case, 


“observation which, although not new, ought tobe 
repeated here on account of ite: great value. The 
Committee of the Senate, like the Government, 
the Press, and the people of the United States, 
seems to cling to the idea that no foreign Govern- 
ment can so far overlook the common principles 
of morality as to recognize and to lielp into exie- 
tence a State besed on Slavery. The Débats 
cautions the people of the United States against 
this error. According to this journal—and there 
‘is every-teason to believe it speaks the exact 
truth—no other consideration than that of intes- 
est, naked, selfish interest, will guide foreign na- 
tions in this matter, and al} these appeals to the 
morality of the question are bat lost breath. The 
people of the United States, says the Débats, 








though most reluctantly, the people of the United 








In test of this last and vital quality Mr. 
Srzvens proposed to have his Battery fired 
upon at short range (300 yards) with any gun 
that might be chosen for the purpose. 

It did not seem that any .objection could 

fairly be made to this proposition. If any 
ship can be constructed to accomplish what is 
claimed for the Battery, it would be by far the 
most formidable craft that ever floated. It 
would eclipse the Warrior of England'and La 
Gloire of France ; and while possessing all the 
faveinerability of -the American Monitors, 
would so far excel them in speed and rapidity 
of evolution as to bean incaleulably supe- 
rior engine of war. m case the Battery 
stood the tests invited by her constructor, the 
latter proposed that the Government should 
purchase it at $1,500,000—a sum almost a mil- 
lion less than England paid for the Warrior, 
and vety considerably less than Mr. Wx.izs 
is authorized to pay for war ships that he is 
to have constructed. Every one must admit 
that such a ship as the Battery, if possessing 
the qualities claimed, would be the cheapest 
engine of war for the money owned by any 
nation. 
The challenge of Mr. Srevzns to the naval 
world, and to manufacturers of ordnance, was 
extraordinary. The Whitworth guns have 
smashed targets covered with the heaviest 
plating ever proposed for iron-clad ships, and 
‘there is now a suspension of opinion in Eng- 
land as to the absolute effectiveness of iron 
plates as a defensive armor. 


But the rare value of the proposition of Mr. 
Srzvens was that he proposed to bear the 
hazard of his own experiments. He would 
complete the ship at his own éost. If it 
proved a failure, the loss was all his owa. If 
it turned ont the best’ naval battery in the 
world, he was to let the Government take it 
at a very moderate price. Never before in 
any country did a eitizen propose to risk his 
means so largely and Javishly for the benefit 
-of hig Government. We have not heard that 
Mr. Wartee has rejected this very favorable 
proposition, We think if he hes rejected it, 
he owes it to the good sense‘of the country 
to tell the reason why. 

The question in regard to the Stevens Bat- 
tery derives fresh interest from a debate that 
recently took place in the English Pariia- 
ment, On the 12th, Mr. Linvsar called atten- 
tion to the state of the navy, and moved 
“ that it is not expedient to commence at the 
‘present time building wooden ships, which 
were to ,be cased With armor iron plates.” 

He spoke at length in favor of iron'ships over 
those built of wood and merely plated with 
iron. Several other speakers followed, most 
of them taking the. same view, and “cop-. 


reg socket chs lost a knot an. hour 
in speed every six weeks she was afloat. No 
weasel with an iron bottom. could be seit to 

distant service for @ length of time, and it was 


“The Stevens Battery exactly fills the con- 
ditions which the experience of Engiand seems 
-to have reached. ‘The bottom is of wood, and 
not subject to the fouling that affects the War- 
rior and similar heavily-plated : 
iron armor is limited ‘to- “the defence the 
guns, while the invulnerability ofthe battery 
is derived from the submersion ‘of the vessel 
80 deep into the water as to ‘have the lower 
deck considerably beneath the surface. This 
‘sinking \of ‘the vessel, which is done at 
will in a few “minutes, and is called 
putting. the ship in “fighting trim,” 
entirely envelops ‘its vital parts in water ; 
and the water becomes the armor that shields 
the Battery. ‘It will be safe from every shot 
"it could be exposed to at sea. Bo effectual is 


: 


*% y shape 


‘now inclined to rely, is not likely soon to be 


States may command ay services. 

The Dictatorship, if it is to be transferred upon me, 
must be expressly acknowledged ; it musi be formally 
conveyed; it must be absolute and in the unit; So 
formed, I could be induced to accept it, After that, 
the people being the uxscurtva rowsa, I pledge my- 
self that I bring about a state of things ows nuNDAED 
v1uzs superior to what exists this day. And it is be- 
cause I have not even the shadow of e doubt that I 
feel myself enabled to let shine to all eyes the savine 
Paisma ; and {[ call out, with more enthusiasm than 
ever, the Comuumisric Rarvusiic ! 
Yours truly, 


Tus Bayrow Exrzpirion.—The letter of our 
correspondent who accompanied the naval 
and military expedition which has just re- 
turned from the attempt to penetrate the 
Yazoo River through sundry bayous, will be 
found very interesting. Like so many of the 
other odd and wonderful expedients resorted 
to for the reduction of Vicksburgh, this latest 
has not proved a brilliant succees. 


’ To reduce no other point in the South have 
80 many and such varied means been tried, as 
in the case of Vicksburgh.. There was first 
the great naval bombardment by Farracor in 
the middle of last year, which was followed 
by the direct and sanguinary storming of its 
works by Suzrman at the close of the year ; 
and these have been followed by the numerous 
navaland military strategic devices which have 
occupied a great army and fleet during the 
whole of the first quarter of this year. First, 
the canaling project. directly in front of the 
city ; then the Lake Providence project ; then 
the Yazoo Pass project ; and then the project 
of the inextricable bayous. It is difficult to 
tell what plan, device, or coup, the military 
strategists who have this hard case in hand 
will next attempt; and newspaper-strategy 
being at a digcount, it might be unwise to 
make suggestions. 

It would appear, however, from our corres- 
pondent’s letter, that the hope ‘of starving out 
Vickaburgh, on which people generally are 


ALLBUSEN, 





realized. He found the whole of the region of 
country over which our forces traversed, su- 
perabundantly supplied with the necessaries 
‘of life, and they: are all, of course, withia 
arm’s length of the Vieksburgh, garrison. 

What man of genius in this fertile, land of 
genius—what skillful strategist in our army 
of strategists, will open up to our bewildered 
country and baffled Generals, somé feasible 
mode of taking Vicksburgh—and take it ? 

RT 

Tue Lora, Leaguzs—RivaL CxziEsRamions, 
—We have already referred: to the ‘rivalry 
which has been established two as- 
sociations, calling themselves with equal jus- 
tice Loyal Leagues,—each striving, as we are | 
bound to assume, to outdo the other inefforts | 





great meeting sede ut ctee Fests ak 


6th of Maze, awh ne Ber, Vin} 


which was the first in the series of those 
magnificent demonstrations which have, from 
that time to this, testified the d8votion of the 
people to the Constitution and the Union. - 
The second League, which was organized 
on the 20th of March, in imitation of the 
other, and of whioh Cuazuxs King, LL.D., is 
President, proposes to celebrate the attack on 
Fort Sumter, on Saturday next; at. Union-. 


eqdare. Both these PA na a 


rei oh ity wii Bat | | 


have but one thing to.do, and thatis to unite as 


? 


ented to cea 
draft will soon be made to fill up all regimette now 
In the fleld decimated by the casualties of war, to 


 thetr proper standard. Tvisnot 


drafted men will bé ‘sent at onos Sioa 
"where they will be taught military tactics. 
| ele ot amp of ent shan non 
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Capt. Couteza, formerly of the Eleventh Penneyi- 
vania regiment, who lost hig arm at Fredericksburgh, 
has obtained the sanction of the President to raise 
brigade composed of men who through disability are 
unfitted for active duty in this field, ‘These oops 
will be used for Provost, garrison and hospital duty. 
By this means a large number of able-bodied 
now performing this duty, will be sent into the 

GEN. SCHENCK. 

Gen. Scuswox had a long interview with the Se 
tary of War to-day... pi aang 
rule over the Secessionists of i, atid Bis 
deportation of the more mischievous of th te the 


audio of fs. rebel. teen, hess: ip hdene, hore 
induced a chorus of threats and 


; 





one man to put down the rebellion, and to resist 
foreign intervention, if 
Nevertheless, as already said, this report of the 
Senate Committee will do good. Of the other 
hand, its influence is ih part counter- 
acted the infamoyps dispatch of Lord 
Jouw .Russzuu on the Emancipation Proc- 
Iamation, which bas just been published in 
Franee, and to which there has yet appeared no 
reply. It ie naturally conceded in France that 
the English are more capable of appreciating at 
their just . value the events in America, 
and the acts of the American Government, 
than any. other foreign and the 
word. of the English Foreign Secretary, 
thus published without an accompanying refuta- 
tion, is accepted asa fair explanation of Presi- 
dent Luxcotn’s act. Its influence in the reading 
public is thus most damaging to the Union cause. 
In fact, the Sidcle, the leading liberal paper-of 
Paris, as good as renounces its support of Mr. 
Lincoun on the strength of this dispatch of the 
English Secretary. 

I fnderstand that the course of the Nzw-Yorx 


'Tiuxs (formerly so much in favor at the Tuileries 


on account of its ardent defence of the Emperor’s 
policy in Italy) on the subject of France inter. 
meddling in the United States, hae attracted at- 
tention, and. a most vehement condemnation, 
here in high places. The words “absurd” and 
“stupid” are said to have been applied to such 
articles of the Timzs as expressed an apprehen- 
sion of French intervention. But, in reply to this, 
a question maybe asked: Why is it that the 
French official and. semi-official journals are so 
conducted that seven-eighths of the readers of these 
papers also believe that their Government is hostile 
to ‘the Union, and is anxious for an occasion to 
intervene? Why is it that the Government of 
France has teken such pains to'convert its sub- 
jecte from a sentiment of friendlinese for the 
American people to one of hostility? Why, in 
fine, do seven-eighthe of intelligent Frenchmen 
at the present moment anticipate, or fear, if you 
choose, an early intervention of the French Gov- 
ernment.in our affairs? Simply because the con- 
duct of the French Government here has been 
such that people could not, if they would, escape 
that conclusion ; because its journals publicly, 


‘and its Ministers and highest functionaries. pri- 


vately, have encouraged that idea, and because 
they have intervened directly to prevent the lib- 
eral Press fromcombatting that idea. And yet I 


everywhere eles than in its journals and among 


seen, of applying the’words “ absurd”‘ and “stu- 
pid” to the apprehensions expressed in your jour- 
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its own people, vehemently disavows any inten- 
tion of interfering-in a hostile way in the United- 
States, and even goes to thé extent.as we have | 


nal on that subject, cm £ 


against 
him here and at home. The Government, of course. 
- will sustain him. 
COL, DE UTASSY. 
The report that Col. az Urassr, in order to escape 
trial, had taken French leave, i¢ incorrect. He is 
held in close confinement. The trial in his ca 


quarters this evening, reports that the rebels, two 
thousand strong, ere in the § Valley, ad- 
vancing on Winchester. 

THE CAVALRY SKIRMISH AT DRANESVILLE, 

In the cavalry skirmish at Dranesville on Wednes- 
day, the rebels lost seven killed, besides many wound- 
ed. The'report that Moszsr was badly wounded by 
a saber cut in the head is. incorrect. Our less in the 
affair is about sixty im sll, including three officers 


killed. 
A BEGIMENT EXCHANGED. 

The Seventy-first Indiana regiment, captured and 
paroled by the rebels last Fall, has been exchanged, 
and will be ordered at once to active service in the 
field. 

- LIBERATION OF PRISONERS. 

Arrangements have been made for the liberation, by 
exchange, of ail the civilian Union prisoners held by 
the rebels, about one hundred in number, We have 
alarger number of rebel officers in our hands then 
the rebels have of Union officers, The rebel officers 
have already been sent to City Point for exchange. 

TO RETIRE TO PRIVATE LIFE. 

Brig.-Gen. Coupim, one of the many unconfirmed 
nominees before the Senate, thrown out of service by 
the filling of the places from which they were pro- 
moted, has been reli¢ved of his command, and will 
retire to private life. 

_4 HORSE FOR GEN. BOOKER. 

A splendid horse, said to have been 
for by an agent of the French Emperor, came 
to-day, @ gift to Gen. een, fom, 5 CS 

FURLOUGHS. 

Soldiers passed through Washington yesterday, 
from the Army of the Potomac, on ten days’ far- 
loughs. 

DISMISSED. 

By order of Gen, Hooxes, the tollowtig omicers, 
Shad Sea ongrentes bg, Conny lentil, Rae, aren ao- 
planes Se serene’ aS 
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